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Award-Winning
GORGE WINES

For the first-tirme visitor or the local resident, a drive along I-84 through the Columbia Gorge is a
breathtaking experience, rich in both history and geology along with its spectacular views. Recognized by
Congress as a National Scenic Area, it is no surprise that the Columbia River Gorge is a place well-known
for beauty, outdoor recreation, serenity and escape. Recently, it has also becorme known as an award-

WINnIng wine region. Yes, wine.

t shouldnt come as a sufpriss that grapes grow so well in
the Columbia Gorge comidering that some of the greates pear,
apple, and chermy orchards come from this very mgion.
Columbda Gorge wines have won numerous regional and
national swands over the last few years. This has broughe ateenton
to this mlatvely new and diverse wine mgion, which encompasses
wineres and vineyards on both sides of the Columbia River Simphy
put, by the Columbda Gorge Winegrowers Asscclacion, it is %A Wiodd
of Wine in 40 Miks™
Taking the scenic drive along the -84 comridor, you can't help but
witness Arst-hand what makes this wine eglon unique. The western
alde of the mglon s cooler, wetter and averages 36 inches of rain
per year. The eastem side of the mgion is definively drer, averaging
Just 10 inches of rainfall per year In addition, a variewy of sodls are
present in the Gorge. Some ameas have solls heavy with sile and
sand deposits from the Miseoula fAoods and other areas have more
wvolcanie solls. Elevarion in Gorge vineyards also vary from dver
kvel to over 1,500 feet, mamy of which ae found on south Facing
slopes, ideal for the long aummer sun exposure

WHAT [xDES THIS MEAMN FOR GRAPE GROWIMG?
It means within a 40-mile span you can grow cool climate varietals
such as Chardonnay, Pinot Modr, Pinot Gos, and Gewiztraminer
on the weaem side of the valley and warm climate grapes auch
ag Syrah, Zinfandel Caberpet Sauvignon, and Barbera on the
eastem part of the valley There ae very few mgions in the world
with this much diversity within such & shon distance for growing
wine grapes.
HISTCRY
Wou need maore than juse the dght climate and good grape growing
conditons wo make award-winning wine. You need the people wich
the passion, vision, and talent to take those grapes from vineyard
to glass This s something that Lonnie Wright undersiood when he
discovered the possibilides for vineyard land in the Columbia Gorge
in the early 19806, Though he was noe the Arst o plant vines in the
area, he s arguably one of the most influenelal

wirght leamed the an and sclence of grape growing in
the 1970z while helping to build 2000 aces of vineyarls for
Columbda Cres in Patterson, WA & bew years later he heard aboue
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Phelps (reek

EY A RDS

Fine VWine from the
Columbia Gorge
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an oochardise in The Dalles, OR, needing
help eoovating a century-old vineyard tha
had been neglectsd for ower twenty years.
Wright stepped in and eventally booughe
the orginal elght acres of cennuy old vines
back w0 lFe The vineyards would laeer
produce the fudt for the sought afeer Old
Vine Zinfandel produced by both Sinesnn
and The Plnes 1B52.

Previously, this area had not been
consldered for serious grape growing, bue
after discovering ivs potentlal, Wright stamed
a vineyard management
company in The Dalles,
eventually moving his

“Previously, this

At about the same dme something even
blgper was happening in che valley Cralg
and Vicki Lewthold tuall Mamhill Winery in
Goldendals WA with the goal of creatlng a
destination winery with “high qualiey wines
at afford able prices™ Thelr firs vintags was
1952 and they openad thelr 3,000 square
poot tasing moom with sweeping views of
the Columbia Rbrer Gorge in 2001. They
began making 4,500 cases per year and as
of today, their productdon s 80,000 cases
annualty making them the 10th larges:
winery in Washington
State and the largest in

family onto the orlginal area had not the Gorge.
PrOperty 0 Manags - Others  like 30-year
The Pines Vineyard been L‘GI'LS:IdE‘I'Ed residents of Hood River,
and continued planting for serious Scott and Gall Hages, saw
mare vineyards. - . Ll tential in wine
ape Zrowing... par growing
Wright stamed by grape & & grapes to0. They began

salling his grapes eo local

wineres inchiling Hood River Vinerards,
{then owned by CHEF and Elleen Elanchets),
who took their Zinfandel (madewithWirights
grapes) o the Oregon Seave Falr where it
recetved a Bronze medal. Unbeasd of ar the
time for the Gorge, people immediae by rook
noteel

Around thi same time, Bob Moris was
researching places in Cegon oo plane &
vineyard with the goal of platng Burgundisn
varletals (Chardonnay and Plnot Noic)
and decided on Hood Rver In 1789, he
purchassd the pmoperty that i3 now the
Fhelps Creek vinevard and began planting
grapes and selling the frule to well-known
Willamewe Valley wineries.

Arcund the wm of the Zlst century,
both Lonnde Wright and Bob Monis began
keeping some of their ot to themsehes
and created their own wine latels Morus
started Phelps Creck in 2000 and Wrighe
started The Pines 1652 in 2001.
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removing acres of pears
and apples on their 40-acre argande farm o
replace with grapes wo start Fheasamt Valley
Winery, which has recetved accolades from
Oregon Wine Press, Wine Press Momhwes: and
MANY MOrE
By 2004, 35 winerles were startng to
establish themssbres in the reglon, the federal
government fecognized the Columbia Gorge
with {8 own American Vitoultural Ares
(A¥A). For many wineries, this was the
catabyse for the growth dtiar would ooour
over the next six years. What sareed out
with just a handful of wineries in the 19908
grEw 1o cloge v foureeen by 2004 and woday
has close o thiny wineres and couneing.

THE TALEMT

In addivion w the taleneed and fooused
people managing the vineyards in the aea
a growing mumber of great winemakers ae
adding to themix. Some of these winemalkers



Six wines recenthy
rated 90 points
or above.

“Based on this
superb and
well-priced
portfolio of wines,
Maryhill Winery
merits serious
attention.”

- Jay Miller
of Tihe Wine Advocate

The Dalies Bndge
w17 ml i v 1R
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WINERY

& AMPHITHEATRE

*

2009 WASHINGTON WINERY OF THE YEAR

Wime Fress NW

Best Destination Winery

Seattle Magazine

PASSION. PATIENCE. BALANCE.

Look for our Summer Concert Series

FREE LIVE MUSIC every weekend all summer long!
See website for music and events schedule

MaryhillWinery.com Open Daily 10-6
877-MARYHILL 9774 Hwy 14 W. Goldendale, WA
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have been bom and raised in the Gorge and
others ame multl-generational winemakers
traveling from  esteemed winemaking
regions in France and Califormia.

Oone  such winemaker is Michasl
Ssbastian] who makes monthly tope to the
Gorge from Sonoma, CA, to make the award

winning wines for Cathedral Ridge Winery.
wWhat draws such calent foom so Far eo make

wine in the Gorge? Sebastani believes it is
the breadth of offerng in additon wo the
grape growing conditions, “Each great wine
region hag unique characrerisdes o offer.
For me, the Gorge s dynamic in many ways
- s grape growing regions, ks agriculiure,
i Foods, ite acividles, and definisly s
weather.. this dynamic nature is what opred
me to chooge o make wine thers™

The quality of the wines has been gaining
notioe among reglonal publicarions for
the lam few wears In 2007, Wine Press
Norchwese recognized Cathedral Ridge
Winery as Oregon Winery of the ¥ear In
2002, Maryhill Winery was honored with
the Washington Winery of the Year sward by
the same publicadon. Wines produced in the
region have won numenus awands in game
of the counwy's largest wine compettions,

___i___,_
o ZWEN |

Ful
[

{nchsding the annual 5an Franciseo Chronicle
Wine Competlton.

In regards to Fhelps Creek wines,
Nonhwes: Palore Magezine wrote, “Fhelps
Ceek s building a solid sepuradon as
a quality-focused Columbia Gorge
AVA wineoy”

In 2008, Syncline Wine Cellars was
among the top 25 wines of the year as
plcked by Seale Times Wine Adwiser Paul
Greguet (who has writken about their wines
on several oocasions). Seattle Magazine

Wine aAwards selected the Columbia
Gorge as Best Emerging Wine Reglon,
Maryhill Winery as Best Destlnaton
Winery, and Syncline Wine Cellars for Best
Alrernative Closure

2009 brought largescale atendon
to the mgion when Nacional Geograplic
Traveler recognized the meglon as one of
the world's wop sustainable desinations.
“[The] burgeoning wine industry Is bringing
a new kind of cultursl and emvionmental
awareneas to the area thar is cereaindy going
t0 e a boon for tourdsm and for the area’s
prospecta”™ It ranked the Columbia River
Gorge sixth intemadonalty and sscond in
HMorth America for sustainable desdnadons
In 2009,

This kind of recognitdon i grest for
Columbda Gorge winedes as it brings
natonsl attendon 3 growlng wine region
with grear potential This suceess, howerer,
would be nothing without the passionate
and hard-working people who hawve worked
to get It where i is today

People with a specific wision and drive to
reach their goals. Bob Monus had the vision
to make the bas Pinor Moir and Chardonnay
in the Gorgpe and comtinues o recels

Discover ‘A World of Wine in 40 Miles’

an hour east of Portland/Vancouver in the

National Scenic Area.
Enjoy traffic-free touring and tasting
year-round in our friendly tasting rooms.

Please visit our website for winery listings and hours.

www.ColumbiaGorgeWine.com

866-413-WINE }/

WJ

51 | CORGE GuiDE | 314

GorgeGuide_2010_p52.jpg



pralse from top crites for thess wines. The
Leutholds wanted w oreare 3 desinarion
winery and they have certalnly achieved
that goal.

The individual wineries in the Columbia
Gorge hare a lot o be proud of. What youll
find, however, is a gmoup of people who
ae pmodd o be working ecollsborariwely
together ag a community of grape growers
and winemakers. They work together, shame
resoties, wols, and collshorare on events
together Their senss of community does
niot end with each other, bt exvends to thelr
cugtomers and nelghbors. “Hf locals doo

“Their sense of
community does not
end with each other, but
extends to their customers
and neighbors.”

support you, youll eventually go our of
business ™ Slerra Wright of The Plnes 1852
gald about the imporance of being a pare of
the local communior. You will feel thar sense
of communtty iF you walk ineo The Pines
tasting room on any weelkend and hearlomal
musicians play or walk amound their gallery
to view local artwork as you sip on a Alghe
of thelr current releases,

Vigit the winerles of the Columbda Gorgs
and experence the hospleality and this
“warld of wine in 40 miles™ for yoursalf. The
Colimbia Gorge Winegrowers Assocation
organizes events throughour the year and
vou will find many tasing rooms open to
the public yearround. Popular times to visi
ae the weelends of Blossom Weekend,
Memorial Day, Labor Day and Thanksgiving.
Find out more abour these and other wine
events by wisking the Columbla Gorge
Winegrowers Association website  ar
colum bdagorgewine. com L
Mary Cressler, Cereffied Sommelder dhroagh
the Cowere of Maseer Sooumeliers, is ehe fownd-
er of Vindulge, Wing Eduecarion & Consmleing.
She comd mces wine classes and evenes dhroagh-
ot tite Morghiwest and offers consud ieg for in-
divideals ar evers planners seeking a dynamic
wing edecarion evene. She writes abom wine,
Sfood, and eravel or her Blog vinduilge, For
rmove inforreeeion visie her websiee @ wwaw

vindwlge.com or blog ar wwwvindoge. eypep-
ad.com or eeal ker ar managnvinduge. com.
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